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Letter from the President

Dear Members of the Group Decision and Negotiation (GDN) Section, 'E
Welcome to the tenth issue of our GDN Newsletter. z

The 24th International Conference on Group Decision and Negotiation was held jointly with the
10th International Conference on Decision Support System Technology (GDN & ICDSST 2024),
in Porto, Portugal, from June 2 to 5, 2024. The joint conference in Porto was very productive and
enjoyable. It was an excellent opportunity to explore new and to continue existing collaborations
between two well-connected communities. We would like to sincerely thank the Honorary
Chairs, Adiel Teixeira de Almeida and Fatima Dargam, General Chairs, Sérgio Pedro Duarte and
Pascale Zaraté, and Program Chairs, Anténio Lobo, Boris Delibasi¢, and Tomasz Wachowicz, for
all their hard work for a most successful conference. The outstanding work of the Organizing
Committee, Carlos Rodrigues, Marta Campos Ferreira, Sara Ferreira, and Telmo Botelho, is
greatly appreciated. A detailed report on GDN 2024 can be found in this issue of the Newsletter.

During the GDN & ICDSST 2024 conference, it was our great pleasure to announce the winners
of the awards sponsored by the INFORMS GDN Section. Information about our awards can be
found on our website (https://connect.informs.org/group-decision-and-
negotiation/awards/about-gdn-informs-section-awards). The GDN Section Award is the highest
recognition for achievement that a member of our community can receive. The 2024 GDN
Section Award is conferred upon Daniel Druckman, who delivered an outstanding keynote
address entitled “A GDN Odyssey”. The INFORMS GDN Appreciation for Outstanding Service
Award, which is to honor the most significant contributions of individual members to the GDN
Section, is presented jointly to Mareike Schoop and Gert-Jan de Vreede. Our most sincere
congratulations to Daniel, Mareike, and Gert-Jan for their well-deserved honours and
recognition.

During the GDN & ICDSST 2024 conference, the following awards were also presented:

e the Gregory Kersten GDN Journal Best Paper Award, which is awarded annually to a paper
published in the journal Group Decision and Negotiation in the previous calendar year that
best contributes to the advancement of the theory and/or practice of group decision and
negotiation. For the 2024 Gregory Kersten GDN Journal Best Paper Award, the Award
Committee decided to select a winning paper and two runner up papers.

e The GDN Springer Best Paper Award, which recognizes research presented at a GDN
conference. The 2024 GDN Springer Best Paper and Runner Up Paper were announced.

e The GDN Springer Best Student Paper Award, which recognizes research first authored and
presented by a student at a GDN conference. The 2024 GDN Springer Best Student Paper and
Runner Up Paper were announced.
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The GDN Springer Best Paper and Best Student Paper awards were selected based on the quality
of the full paper as well as the presentation and discussion during the special award finalist
sessions on Monday, June 3.

All of the awards were adjudicated by the respective award selection committees. Our sincere
appreciation goes to the members of various award selection committees for their thorough and
dedicated work. Further details on the award selection committees are available in this issue of
the Newsletter.

The 25th International Conference on Group Decision and Negotiation (GDN 2025) will be held
at the University of Zaragoza, Zaragoza, Spain, from June 15 to 18, 2025. We cordially invite you
to submit your contributions to GDN 2025 and look forward to seeing you in Zaragoza. For
details on GDN 2025, please visit the conference website: https://gdnconference.org/gdn2025/.

The GDN Section has organized a GDN cluster at the INFORMS Annual Meetings since 2019. The
2024 INFORMS Annual Meeting will be held in Seattle, Washington, USA, from October 20 to 23.
The 2024 GDN cluster has one session: Group Decision Making for Sustainable Development. We
would like to call on members of our GDN community to organize sessions in the GDN cluster
and to submit their research to future INFORMS Annual meetings.

The current officers of the GDN Section are Pascale Zaraté as Vice-President for Meetings,
Tomasz Wachowicz as Vice-President for Membership and Publications, Ginger Y. Ke as
Secretary, and Danielle Costa Morais as Treasurer. I would like to express sincere thanks to them

for their dedicated and excellent work.

On behalf of our GDN community, [ would like to extend our sincere thanks to Eduarda Asfora
Frej for her devoted work in editing and coordinating the GDN Section Newsletter.

Best regards to you and your loved ones.

Liping Fang

July 2024
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1. GROUP DECISION AND NEGOTIATION
CONFERENCE

1.1. Reporton GDN 2024

The 24t International Conference on Group Decision and Negotiation (GDN 2024) was held at
the Universidade do Porto, Portugal, from June 2nd to 5th, 2024. It was a joint conference with the
International Conference on Decision Support System Technologies (10t Conference). The
central topic of this edition was: Human-Centric Decision and Negotiation Support for Societal
Transitions.

GDN 2024 was sponsored by the Group Decision and Negotiation (GDN) Section, Institute for
Operations Research and the Management Sciences (INFORMS). This year the conference
received a total of 132 submissions from 25 countries in Europe, the Americas, and Asia. 97
submissions were accepted to be included and presented during the joint conference.

Group photo - GDN-ICDSST 2024 joint conference. Porto, 2024.

After a rigorous blind review process, the GDN 2024 conference proceedings are organized and
published in two volumes. 13 full papers were chosen for inclusion in a volume published by
Springer (https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-59373-4). The second volume is
composed of 62 full and short papers as well as abstracts, also selected in a thorough blind
review process. Information about the second volume is available on the conference website
(https://gdnicdsst2024.fe.up.pt/publications/).

The GDN 2024 Conference program included 3 keynote presentations, 1 round table, 21 parallel
sessions (80 presentations), 1 poster session (17 presentations), one GDN doctoral consortium,
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one GDN Springer Best Paper Competition, one GDN Springer Best Student Paper Competition
and an opening and closing session.

The conference program was organized into 7 streams, which showcase the wide spectrum of
research that was submitted to GDN 2024:

e Conflict Resolution

e Negotiation Support Systems and Studies

e Preference Modeling for Group Decision and Negotiation
e Collaborative Decision Making

¢ Network Analysis of Decisions in Groups

e Responsible NSS in the age of Generative Al

e Risk evaluation and negotiation strategies

The finalists of the GDN Springer Best Paper and Best Student Paper Competitions presented
their papers in the respective competition session. Colleagues, collaborators, and researchers
enjoyed critical discussions while participating in hybrid academic sessions, as well as in an
extraordinary welcome reception and banquet on a boat.

We are grateful for the cooperation of many people in organizing GDN 2024. Our heartfelt
appreciation goes out to:

- The authors and collaborators of the presentations and software demonstration.

- The stream organizers: Liping Fang, Keith W. Hipel, and D. Marc Kilgour (Conflict
Resolution); Mareike Schoop, Rudolf Vetschera, and Muhammed-Fatih Kaya (Negotiation
Support Systems and Studies - N3S); Danielle Morais and Tomasz Wachowicz
(Preference Modeling for Group Decision and Negotiation); Pascale Zaraté (Collaborative
Decision Making); Fuad Aleskerov (Network Analysis of Decisions in Groups); Tung Bui
(Responsible NSS in the age of Generative Al); and Haiyan Xu, Shawei He, and Shinan Zhao
(Risk Evaluation and Negotiation Strategies).

-  Members of the GDN 2024 Program Committee and the reviewers, for their quality
reviews on all submissions.

- Director of research Leila Amgoud and Professor Pedro Amorim for delivering keynote
presentations.

- Professor Daniel Druckman for delivering the 2024 INFORMS GDN Section Award
keynote presentation.

- Professor Liping Fang for chairing the Doctoral Consortium.

- Members of the GDN 2024 Best Paper Awards Committee (Pascale Zaraté, G] de Vreede,
Ginger Ke, and Rudolf Vetschera) for organizing the GDN Springer Best Paper and the
GDN Springer Best Student Paper competitions

- The Honorary Chair of GDN 2024, Adiel Almeida.

- All participants who volunteered to chair sessions.

- All members of the Local Organizing Committee: Carlos Rodrigues (CITTA - Faculty of
Engineering, University of Porto, Portugal), Marta Campos Ferreira (INESC TEC - Faculty
of Engineering, University of Porto, Portugal), Sara Ferreira (CITTA - Faculty of
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Engineering, University of Porto, Portugal), Telmo Botelho (Faculty of Engineering,
University of Porto, Portugal).

General and Program Chairs
Sergio Pedro Duarte, Pascale Zaraté, Boris Delibasic, Antonio Lobo, Tomasz Wachowicz

24th International Conference on Group Decision and Negotiation (GDN 2024)

1.2. GDN 2024 Awards
1.2.1. 2024 INFORMS GDN Section Award

The GDN INFORMS Section honors Daniel Druckman for his outstanding contributions to
research in the field of Group Decision and Negotiation and outstanding contributions to the
GDN Section. The award was granted in the 2024 GDN conference, which was held in Porto, June
2-5.

GDN Section Award

to

Daniel Druckman
m Dr. Daniel Druckman is a leading researcher on conflict

management, political negotiations, and negotiation behavior.
His studies of the role of justice in negotiation are inspirational
to many researchers, and his work on electronic mediation was
highly innovative in its digital transformation of alternative
conflict resolution at a time when hardly any electronic
mediation systems existed. He has served the GDN section as a
long-standing GDN Journal editorial board member and
departmental editor for Social Sciences. As an author, he won
the 2022 Gregory Kersten GDN Journal Best Paper Award. For all
his achievements, it is a pleasure to present the 2024 GDN
Section Award to Daniel Druckman.

PR

Lpig Fang Kuino Himiliinen
President, GDN Section Chair, Nominating Committee

June 2-5, 2024
Porto, Portugal

GDN<-=2
We congratulate Daniel Druckman for the well-deserved award!

Slides and recording of Druckman'’s keynote at GDN 2024 available at https://gdnconference.org/gdn2024resume/.

Award committee: Adiel Teixeira de Almeida, L. Alberto Franco, Raimo P. Hamalainen (Chair), D.
Marc Kilgour, and Mareike Schoop
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1.2.2. INFORMS GDN Appreciation for Outstanding Service
Award

The Award honors an individual who has made outstanding Service contributions to the
INFORMS GDN Section.

The Service contributions justifying the award may be recent or they may have been made over
the recipient's lifetime. The Award will be accompanied by a Citation, to be prepared by the
Award Committee, describing the recipient's Service contributions to the Section.

The joint winners of the 2024 INFORMS GDN Appreciation for Outstanding Service Award were
Mareike Schoop and Gert-Jan de Vreede. The awards were granted in the 2024 GDN
conference, which was held in Porto, June 2-5.

We congratulate Mareike and GJ for the well-deserved award!

Award Ceremony, GDN Conference, Porto, 2024.

Award Committee: Liping Fang (Chair), Pascale Zarate, and Tomasz Wachowicz.
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1.2.3. Gregory Kersten GDN Journal Best Paper Award

To commemorate the late Gregory Kersten, the INFORMS Section on Group Decision and
Negotiation establishes the annual “Gregory Kersten GDN Journal Best Paper Award” for
outstanding papers published in the GDN journal. The Award has been sponsored by The
Gregory Kersten Foundation.

The Gregory Kersten GDN Journal Best Paper Award is given annually to a paper published in
the journal Group Decision and Negotiation in the previous calendar year that best contributes
to the advancement of the theory and/or practice of group decision and negotiation. A paper is
eligible for the award if it has appeared in one of the issues published during the calendar year,
or if it is available as “Online First Article” on December 31st of that year. No paper can be
selected for the award more than once.

Papers are nominated for the award by the Departmental Editors of the GDN journal. Associate
Editors of the journal can nominate papers via the respective Departmental Editors. Each
Departmental Editor can nominate up to three papers for a given year. In addition, members of
the Award Committee, who are not Departmental Editors of the journal, can nominate up to
three papers for a calendar year.

The Award Committee consists of five members, according to the Bylaws, including the President
of the INFORMS GDN Section, the Editor in Chief of the GDN journal, the most recent winner of
the GDN section award, other winner of the GDN section award and the most recent winner of
the Gregory Kersten GDN Journal Best Paper Award, appointed by the GDN section council.

The Gregory Kersten GDN Journal Best Paper Award 2024 was granted in the 2024 GDN
conference, which was held in Porto, June 2-5.

Winner:
e Beyond the First Offer: Decoding Negotiation Openings and Their Impact on Economic
and Subjective Outcomes, by Wolfram E. Lipp, Remigiusz Smolinski, and Peter
Kesting. Group Decision and Negotiation, vol. 32, no. 2, pp. 395-433, 2023

Award Ceremony, GDN Conference, Porto, 2024.
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Runner-ups:

e So You Want Me to Believe You're Happy or Angry? How Negotiators Perceive and
Respond to Emotion Deception, by Zi Ye, Gert-Jan Lelieveld, Marret K. Noordewier,
and Eric van Dijk. Group Decision and Negotiation, vol. 32, no. 6, pp. 1469-1496, 2023

e Facing Reciprocity: How Photos and Avatars Promote Interaction in Micro-communities,
by Timm Teubner and Sonia Camacho. Group Decision and Negotiation, vol. 32, no. 2,
pp. 435-467, 2023

Congratulations to the authors of the winner papers of 2024!

Award committee (2024): Gert-Jan de Vreede, Liping Fang (Chair), L. Alberto Franco, Takayuki
Ito, and Mareike Schoop

1.2.4. 2024 GDN Best Conference Papers

The purpose of the GDN Springer Best Conference Paper Award is to recognize research
presented at the GDN conference. There are two award categories: GDN Springer Best Paper and
Runner-up and GDN Springer Best Student Paper and Runner-up. The Award is sponsored by
Springer, the publisher of the GDN Journal.

The GDN Section Council congratulates the authors of the Best papers and Runner-up papers for
2024.

1.2.4.1. 2024 GDN Springer Best Paper Award

Best Paper:

e Full Rank Voting: The Closest to Voting with Intensity of Preferences by Luis Vargas and
Marcel Minutolo.

Runner-up:

e Group Decision-Making Process for
Cyberattack Mitigation by Andrej
Bregar, Anas Husseis and Jose Luis
Flores.

Award Ceremony, GDN Conference, Porto, 2024.

10
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1.2.4.2. 2024 GDN Springer Best Student Paper Award

Best paper:
e (Can Al with High Reasoning Ability Replicate Human-like Decision Making in Economic
Experiments? by Ayato Kitadai, Sinndy Dayana Rico Lugo, Yudai Tsurusaki, Yusuke
Fukasawa and Nariaki Nishino

Award Ceremony, GDN Conference, Porto, 2024.
Runner-up:
e Self-Reflection in E-Negotiation Training by Marlene Meyer and Mareike Schoop

Award Ceremony, GDN Conference, Porto, 2024.

Congratulations to the authors of the winner papers of 2024!
Award committee for both awards: G] de Vreede, Ginger Ke, Danielle Morais, Rudolf Vetschera
(Chair), Pascale Zarate.

11
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1.3. GDN 2025

The 25th International Conference on Group ,
Decision and Negotiation (GDN 2025) will be G D N g;-;-;}
held at the University of Zaragoza, Zaragoza, Py

Spain, from June 15th to 18th, 2025. The

conference website s Z ara goza 2 02 5

https://gdnconference.org/gdn2025/.

12
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2. GDN COMMUNITY NEWS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS

2.1. Behavioural OR Summer School 2024 in Vienna

The EURO Working Group on Behavioural OR (EWG-BOR) is organising a EURO PhD School in
Vienna. BOR is concerned with understanding how human behaviour, cognition and emotions
affects, and is affected by, OR-related activity, and to use this understanding to improve OR
practice and education. The univie:summer school Behavioural Operations Research 2024
will offer junior researchers the opportunity to learn about BOR concepts and the different ways
to conduct BOR studies. For more information, visit https://bor.univie.ac.at/bor-summer-

school-2024/.

Topics:

e Behavioral decision making

e Decision neuroscience

e Stakeholder involvement and large groups
e Group facilitation

When: 16 - 20/09/2024

Where: University of Vienna, Faculty of Business, Economics and Statistics. Oskar - Morgenstern
Platz 1, 1090. Vienna, Austria.

Behavioral OR Summer

School 2024
16 - 20.09.2024

¢

Aysegul Engin | Raimo P. Hémalainen Etiénne Rouwette
University of Aalto University Radboud
nnnnn Vienna iversif

L. Alberto Franco
University of Bristol

Adiel T. de Almeida
Universidade Federal de
Pernambuco

13
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2.2. GDN Cluster at INFORMS 2024 Annual Meeting

The INFORMS 2024 Annual Meeting will be held in Seattle, Washington,

USA, from October 20 to 23. The GDN cluster has one session: Group m
Decision Making for Sustainable Development. We would like to call on MEETING

members of our GDN community to organize sessions in the GDN

cluster and to submit their research to future INFORMS Annual 00507955024 Seattlo, WA
meetings.

14
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3. RECENT PUBLICATIONS

3.1. GDN 2024 Springer Proceedings

The Springer Proceedings of GDN 2024 is published:

Human-Centric Decision and Negotiation Support for
Societal Transitions

@
R
o
=
=
=

e Editors: Marta Campos Ferreira, Thomasz Wachowicz, Pascale
Zaraté, Yu Maemura.

e Springer Lecture Notes in Business Information Processing LNBIP
509, 2024.

@ Springer

3.2. Other Publications

This section presents recent publications of members of the GDN community who explicitly
expressed their interest in mention their publications in this newsletter. This list is by no means
exhaustive. If you want your recent publications to appear in the next issue of the GDN

newsletter, please send an email to newsletter@gdnconference.org.

e NEW  PAPER: Safeguarding China's long-term
sustainability against systemic disruptors

by Yucheng Dong

Li, K, Gao, L., Guo, Z., Dong, Y., Moallemi, E., Kou, G., Chen, M., Lin, W,, Liu, Q., Obersteiner, M.,
Pedercini, M., Bryan, B., Safeguarding China's long-term sustainability against systemic
disruptors, Nature Communications (2024). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-024-49725-9

15
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4. GDN JOURNAL: FROM THE DESK OF
THE EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

In this newsletter, we are happy to share with you a brief report on meeting of the journal’s
Editorial Board during the Joint Conference GDN & ICDSST 2024 in Porto, Portugal, on 3 June
2024,

During the board meeting, we discussed the state of the journal and a number of special
initiatives. Like last year, Matthew Amboy, the executive publisher from Springer who is
responsible for GDN, joined the meeting remotely. He provided an update on the new editorial
system that Springer has developed in-house: Snapp - Springer Nature Article Processing
Platform. The plan is that our journal will transition to Snapp around mid-October 2024. This
means that we say goodbye to Editorial Manager (we know that quite a few board members
won'’t lose any sleep over that!) once the review process is completed for any paper that is
currently being managed there.

The goals and benefits of Snapp include a more intuitive publishing experience for authors, a
more streamlined experience for reviewers that are appropriately matched to submissions, a
consolidated editor dashboard with monitoring and analytics, and Al support for workflow
management, plagiarism checks, conflict of interest checks, and reviewer matching. Closer to the
date of transition, Springer will make some tutorials available to ensure that everyone can get
familiar with the new system.

We further announced a number of changes to the board. The following members retired: Fuad
Aleskerov, Josep Freixas Bosch, Hannu Nurmi, Jennifer Overbeck, and Gerelt Tserenjigmid. We
are immensely grateful for their many years of service to the journal! We also welcomed two
new members to the board: Eduarda Asfora Frej (Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil), and
Zhen Zhang (Dalian University of Technology, China). As usual, we welcome nominations for new
board members, especially in areas that are currently underrepresented or attract a lot of
submissions such as collaboration processes, MCDM, and Al.

Speaking of Al, the journal will organize a Special Issue on Al in Group Decision & Negotiation.
This area has increased in prominence over the last couple of years, as evidenced by the fact that
4 of the top 5 downloaded papers during the 2021-2023 period address Al in GDN topics. We
are grateful to Muhammed-Fatih Kaya (University of Hohenheim, Germany) and Dominik
Siemon (LUT University, Finland) to serve as guest editors for this Special Issue. Please keep an
eye on your email as the Call for Papers will be forthcoming shortly.

We also invite you to prepare and submit two specific types of papers: Review papers and
expanded conference papers. First, review papers provide a consolidation of an area of GDN
research and lay out a research agenda. These papers are very impactful as they inform many
current and future researchers in their area. Writing review papers represent a great

16
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developmental opportunity for (a group of) PhD students working with a senior faculty member.
Second, conference papers, including those in the conference’s Springer proceedings as well as
the local proceedings, can be submitted to the GDN journal after an update or expansion of least
30% (e.g. additional data, expanded literature review, additional case studies). This is a great
opportunity for conference participants to improve their research work and submit it for
consideration to the journal. We were very excited so see some excellent submissions come out
of the GDN 2023 meeting in Tokyo, Japan and we are looking forward to receiving submissions
based of the GDN 2024 meeting in Porto as well.

Finally, during the board meeting we were also happy to report that various journal metrics have
continued to improve during 2023. The number of days from submission to first decision came
down from 51 to 35 days. This means that on average, authors learn about the first decision in
just over a month. The number of downloads significantly increased to well over 190,000. The
journal’s acceptance rate over 2023 was 22%, up from 15% in 2022 but similar to 2021. Finally,
the journal’s impact factor slightly increased to 3.0 (was 2.928). We are grateful to all of our
board members, reviewers, and authors whose efforts have facilitated this continued improving
performance of our community’s premier journal. Thank you all!

We are happy to discuss potential paper submissions or ideas for a special issue and help you
develop them, so please reach out. We love to hear from you!

Best wishes,

GJ de Vreede & Mareike Schoop

gdevreede@usf.edu & schoop@uni-hohenheim.de

17
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5. IMPRINTS

Eduarda Asfora Frej: newsletter@gdnconference.org; eafrej@cdsid.org.br

We are working on publishing the newsletter of the Group Decision and Negotiation Section of
INFORMS two times a year, July and December. The deadline for contributions for the July issue
is June 30, and the issue is intended to be published by the end of July. The deadline for the
December issue is November 30, and the issue is intended to be published by the end of
December. Contributions can be sent at any time to the editor (please see the address provided
above).

18
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